
The first reading assignment of the school year is Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. You will need to read and annotate your own copy.  It is expected that you will have read the book in its entirety by May 16th.

As part of a graded assignment, you will need to make annotations in the margins of the book itself or on post-it notes that you must adhere to the pages. You will need five annotations per chapter. As you read, familiarize yourself with and comment on the following in your annotations:

· Make connections between the novel and things that you are familiar with

· Ask questions, then attempt to answer your own questions as the plot unfolds

· Look up all unfamiliar vocabulary words and allusions to famous people, places…include your findings in your annotation
· Identify setting, characterization, foils, conflicts, allusions, irony, motifs, mood, tone, plot advancement…
· Interpret the meaning behind the above devices—why are they in the novel? What is there function/purpose? What is the author trying to communicate through the device?
· Keep predicting what will happen later in the story.
· Talk back to the book in your own voice—are you shocked, pissed, in agreement??? Write down your thoughts and reactions as you read. This should be more fun and less interpretive. It must be school appropriate, however!!!
· Ultimately, by the end of the novel, what is Shelley communicating and how is it relevant in the 21st century? Do you agree with her choices and conclusions? Why or why not?
Your annotations should be thorough, but they do not have to be excessive. Put in effort to practice active reading and increase your comprehension. Your annotations will be graded and they will aid in earning high scores on your test. 
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