Valencia High School

Honors English 10A British Literature Fall 2013
Mrs. Itaya
This course orientation has been prepared to communicate the expectations, course content, course requirements, policies, and other information that will give you the opportunity to achieve and have a positive learning experience.  Please read it carefully, learn it and share it with your parents.  If you do not understand, or have questions about any part of this communication, please see me for clarification.
COURSE INTRODUCTION

This honors class is an accelerated level of curriculum and is intended for the advanced, highly motivated, four-year-university bound student.  Students in 10 Honors will analyze British literature for structure, meaning, and social context.  They will learn to write in a form that is acceptable for scholarly work.  They will also expand their vocabulary and strengthen their command of the English language in speaking and writing.  Class activities will vary, but the course will revolve around demanding reading, writing, discussion assignments, projects and SAT preparation. Students are expected to read outside of class and be prepared to discuss the material in class. Oral participation is required. Unwillingness to participate in class discussions will impact class grade. Instructional goals are centered on the Common Core Standards, as well as mastering the skills necessary in order to pass the AP English exams in the 11th and 12th grades. 
COURSE OUTLINE

The course for the Fall semester is entitled Heroes and Monsters. The literature will include Macbeth, by William Shakespeare; Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley; and 1984, by George Orwell, as well as a variety of short stories, non-fiction works and poems that are related to the theme. Students will write every week and the student performance task at the end of the semester will be a debate project. Instruction and formative assessment will include, but not be limited to, lessons in writing, MLA research, annotation and other active reading strategies, SAT Prep vocabulary and grammar, and Socratic dialogue. 
Supplemental materials will be added at the teacher’s discretion. You may want to purchase your own copies of the novels and the play in order to annotate directly in the text. 
TEXTBOOK AND OTHER MATERIALS

The textbook is called Adventures in English Literature, edited by Holt, Rinehart, Winston. Each student is responsible for covering books and caring for them.  Lost or damages books must be replaced or paid for by the student. Each student is expected to bring appropriate books and materials to class each day. Materials include a binder with a section for English, a spiral notebook, paper, pens and pencils. You will also need Frankenstein by Mary Shelley and 1984 by George Orwell.
HOMEWORK POLICY

Homework will be assigned on a regular basis. For the most part, homework will consist of reading, studying for the SAT and preparing for essays, exams and projects. Students must complete all assignments!! Most homework is long-term, so you will not see weekly updates on Infinite Campus. Your work ethic at home directly correlates with your grades on assessments, projects and writing assignments.
GRADING SYSTEM

Honors British Literature is not a weighted class at Cal State and UC universities. This means that when those colleges calculate your GPA, an A is an A, a B is a B and a C is a C. It might not be in your best interest to take the class if you do not have the skills or determination to earn an A or a B. The students who meet with the most success in this class are motivated, self- disciplined, have a strong work ethic and truly don’t mind reading. If you would rather get teeth pulled than read, then independently reading some of the most challenging literature known to mankind might not be your smartest option. 
You will not be invited back into Honors English 10 unless you earn at least a B- at the end of the first semester.
All grades will be computed on a weighted basis. Homework assignments will be worth approximately 10%. The other 90% will be divided between reading comprehension assessments, writing assignments (which will also reflect reading comprehension), and SAT preparation (assessments connected to vocabulary and grammar). The student’s grade will be calculated at the end of each five-week period, and a progress report will be issued.  The following scale is used to determine students’ grades:



A+,A or A-  = 90-100%



B+, B or B-  = 80-89%



C+, C or C-  = 70-79%



D+, D or D- = 60-69%



F+ or F       = 59% or below

Use Infinite Campus to monitor your students’ grades on major assignments, rather than nightly homework. There will not be nightly homework that is due the next day on a regular basis, like there is in math or foreign language. If your student is not scoring high on assessments, they have to spend more study time working on in- depth, careful reading, studying SAT vocab and writing. A lot of times, I observe that students do not think they have homework if it is not something that is due the next day—that is NOT the case in this class!! They will always have something that they should be preparing, reviewing, rereading, studying, writing, revising…
CLASSROOM POLICIES

1. Treat your classmates, school personnel and school property with respect

2. Come to class prepared and on time
3. Follow directions the first time

4. No cell phones.

5. Do not distract from the learning of others

6. No late work will be accepted for major assignments!!! If you are absent on the day a major assignment is due, you must email it to me as an attachment. 

If a student is unable to follow the rules stated above, the following steps will be taken:

1. verbal reminder

2. teacher/student conference (detention)

3. teacher/parent conference (one day suspension from class)

4. counselor/parent conference (two day suspension from class)

5. administration/parent conference (removed from class)

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Any student involved in dishonesty on any work, quizzes, tests, essays, etc., will be subject to one, some, or all of the following: an automatic zero on the work; one day suspension from class; a referral to the Assistant Principal; and a conference between the Assistant Principal, the parent, and the teacher or a letter in the student’s permanent file. I take this very seriously!!! Make sure you understand the meaning of plagiarism. I will be using Turnitin.com to check for plagiarism.
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Your attendance is important and directly related to your success in this course.  You will need to be on time to class each day.  I follow the school tardy and attendance policy.

TEACHER CONFERENCE PERIOD

My conference period is Monday through Friday, 10:20a.m. – 11:20a.m.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at 661.294.1188, extension 503 or email me at eitaya@hartdistrict.org.

_____________________(Please tear off here and return tear-off to me)____________________

Student’s Name _______________________________________________________________

Please read the course orientation for Mrs. Itaya’s English Honors 10A/B class carefully.  After reviewing it, sign the statement below.  This signed statement should be returned, and will remain with Mrs. Itaya.

I have read the course orientation for Mrs. Itaya’s Honors English 10A/B class.  I will try to follow the ruled to the best of my ability or face the stated consequences.

Student’s Signature ____________________________________________________________

I have read the course orientation for Mrs. Itaya’s Honors English 10A/B class.  I will encourage my son/daughter to follow the rules or face the stated consequences.

Parent’s name:

Parent’s Signature:

Home Phone Number:

Other Phone Number(s):
