ACTIVE READING: Engaging in a dialogue with a piece of literature or a non-fiction selection as you read in order to increase reading comprehension.

Active reading strategy #1: ANNOTATION—writing what you are thinking in the margins of a book as you read. This strategy helps you to stay present and focused. It allows you to think critically as you read and to express those thoughts immediately.

As part of a graded assignment, you will need to make annotations in the margins of the book itself or on post-it notes that you must adhere to the pages. As you read, familiarize yourself with and comment on the following in your annotations:
· Make CONNECTIONS between the novel and things that you are familiar with

· Ask QUESTIONS-- then attempt to answer your own questions as the plot unfolds

· Look up all unfamiliar vocabulary words and allusions to famous people, places…include your findings in your annotation

· Identify LITERARY DEVICES--setting, characterization, foils, conflicts, allusions, irony, motifs, mood, tone, plot advancement…

· INTERPRET the meaning behind the above devices—why are they in the novel? What is there function/purpose? What is the author trying to communicate through the device?

· PREDICT what will happen later in the story.

· Ultimately, EXTEND THE THEMES!!! By the end of the novel, what is the author communicating and how is it relevant in the 21st century? Do you agree with his/her choices and conclusions? Why or why not?

Yes, annotating can be boring and time consuming. It can slow your pace as you read. However, you are using it as a tool to study a piece of literature. This takes you beyond reading. Going at the slower pace allows you time to absorb the complexities and ambiguities inherent in sophisticated literature. As you are working at the top of your game in reading comprehension, fine-tuning active reading strategies like annotating become a must!!! 
